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Tuesday, 7 June 2005, Westonbirt-The Cotswolds-Stratford

Tuesday was hot and clear. This had been a day of concern as it was going to be one of the more outdoors of our days.

Westonbirt is the National Arboretum islocated more or less on the drive from Bath to Stratford through the Cotswolds. Since the whole point of an arboretum is trees, one
expects views dominated by shades of green, with shape and texture rather than color providing the diversity.
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Thistreeis ill alive (barely) but "stark contrast" comes to mind.

| think we walked about 4 miles through Westonbirt. Unfortunately, | misstepped somewhere along the path and pulled a groin muscle that made me really uncomfortable doing
anything for the next couple of days.

After lunch at Westonbirt we continued northeastward into the heart of the Cotswolds region. This areain the middle of England is famous for its cream-to-yellow stone villages
and gentle streams. Two of the most famous, photogenic, and visited villages are Bourton-on-Water and Lower Slaughter. Though we were early in the tourist season by design,
it was a gorgeous day and every pensioner group and garden club in existence gravitated to Bourton. The place was jammed though my pictures don't show it -- selective views
and more patience than | normally exhibit.
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Bourton is a beautiful place. Like many other villages, it's quite ordinary and more contemporary once you get a couple of blocks away from the water. That's the River
Windrush -- only about six inches deep and 40 feet wide. Just in front of the bridge in the lower picture isaford for vehiclesto cross. | marvel at the small amount of bank on
these Cotswold streams. Most American streams of the same size would be flooding these homes on aregular basis. That they do not must be due more regular rainfall patterns
and smaller watersheds feeding each stream. When we got to Telford, Tony Mitchell pointed out that the Severn River does flood significantly and often and we saw evidencein
Ironbridge Gorge and also in Tewkesbury. But the Cotswold streams seem much better mannered and tame.

Lower Slaughter (yesthere's an Upper Slaughter a mile or two upstream) is nearby. Smaller than Bourton and with no parking facilities, Lower Slaughter didn't have the tour
buses, but did have an amazing humber of artists crammed aong its stream. There's even one across the street in the extreme right corner of this photo. Here's a panoramic
mosaic of Lower Slaughter, nearly 180 degrees. The photographic mosaic distorts the curvature of the scene. While there is a curve, the stream (the River Eye) does not nearly
bend back on itself. Imagine this on the inside of a half cylinder and the true perspective will be more apparent.
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From Lower Slaughter, our plan was to cut across the Cotswolds to the village of Lower Quinton (just on the edge of the Cotswold region) and near Stratford. We had
reservations at the College Arms Inn. When Beth tried to check in, everyonein the place laughed! The ownership had changed since we booked the reservation and the new
owners had been trying to reach us (but of course we'd already set off on our great adventure). Considering the workmen were busy carrying out all the furniture and knocking
holesin walls, it wasn't surprising that we couldn't stay there that night. The owners had booked us into a bed and breakfast in a nearby town run by someone they knew. It
turned out to be a very pleasant place and at |east as convenient to Stratford as the place we'd chosen. So after afew heart stopping moments, the Lucas adventure resumed, only
dlightly off plan.

We changed for dinner and the theatre. 1'd booked tickets at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre and had them in hand. We drove into Stratford, gave up trying to park in the town
center, and headed to the periphery. We limped back into town and had a pleasant outdoor meal at a pub two blocks from the theatre. Between meal and play, we whiled away
the time watching the boaters and birds on the Avon. The play was A Midsummer's Night Dream, certainly appropriate for the time of year. I'd hoped for one of the histories as
I've never seen any of them produced, but the Dream was certainly a great performance. The players within the play were the most slapstick and bawdiest of any production that
I've seen -- that would seem to be the true intent of their roles after all. Wereally enjoyed it and because we booked so early had the choice of seats (1 prefer front row center of
the circle rather than in the stalls as | dislike looking up at the actors and can actually see better up and slightly back.)

| didn't take my camerainto Stratford. We're were going to dinner and the play and not intending to go to museums or other attractions. So no picture of Anne Hathaway's
cottage and the like.
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THE MATIZHAL ARBORETUAM

The diversity and history that surround Westonbirt and
its tree collection is truly astonishing - with every tree

providing a memorable story or link to the past or future.
This section of the web site explores these links - from 5
the biggest and oldest trees in the collection to the history

of Westonbirt and the great Victorian plant hunters -
providing insight into the fascinating world of trees.

. Back to Westonbirt - The
National Arboretum home
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Clients and international collaboration

Our core work for the Forestry Commission supports the forestry
: strategies for England, Scotland and Wales.

EWe also have a growing portfolio of work for external clients. We provide research, development and
:associated services to government departments and commercial organisations in the UK, European
:Union and elsewhere.

:+ Clients
i« International collaborations.

éNationwide capability

: Our main research stations are in Surrey and near Edinburgh and we A=
-have a nationwide network of regional offices and field stations giving “"'A
:us the capacity to conduct research on a GB basis. '?‘7 b
More about our nationwide capability ﬂi:

éOrganisation

: Forest Research’s scientific staff are organised in six =a
- divisions. Corporate functions are provided by three further divisions. =a
: Our Executive Board comprises the Chief Executive, Research

Director, Heads of the science divisions and Directors of the corporate
 divisions.

: More about our organisation

‘Quality assurance

: Forest Research is committed to delivering high quality scientific
:research which fully meets our customers’ needs for quality assurance.
: We aim to offer a flexible approach, focused on customers’ needs for
:quality, timeliness and cost.

: More about our quality assurance scheme
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‘Quinquennial Review

. Like all government executive agencies, our work is reviewed every 5
:years. The last review started in August 2001 with a consultation
:inviting the opinions of customers, partners and interested parties of all
:kinds and looked forward 5 years from April 2002.

: More about the Quinquennial Review

EWorking at Forest Research

: We are proud to be the employer of choice for many who want to work
:in forestry or in tree-related research. We are committed to encouraging
:a diversity of applicants for jobs, avoiding unfair discrimination and
‘implementing ‘family friendly’ policies including flexible working patterns o~

-and part-time employment. INVESTOR IN PEOPLE
: More about working for us

ECorporate publications

: You can read detailed information about Forest Research, what we
-have achieved, what we are doing now and our future plans, in our
:corporate publications. These include:

. Annual Reports

. Corporate Plans

. Executive Board Minutes

. Science and Business Newsletters
. Visiting Groups Reports.
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Home

Dear Visitor,
Visitor Book

DIRECTIONS & TRAVEL Welcome to the Bourton-on-the-Water
Website, the content of the site has been
produced by local people so that you as a
ACCOMMODATION visitor, can enjoy at your leisure some of the
delightful features of our lovely village and the
ATTRACTIONS countryside around it.

Foop & DrRINK

SERVICES

MNow & THEN >

The Cotswolds have always been looked upon
as the Heart of England. It is one of the few
SHOPS regions with an architectural style all of its own

and the steeply pitched roofs, stone mullions
SITE SEARCH and dormer windows are typical. Built almost
LiNks exclusively in warm yellow Cotswold stone,
this delightful village has such a unique appeal
to visitors and residents alike.

LocaL Mews & EVENTS

VISITOR
IMFORMATION CEMTRE

Regularly voted one of the prettiest villages in
England, Bourton-on-the-Water has more than
its share of Cotswold houses and cottages,
many of them three hundred years old, some
dating back to Elizabethan times four hundred
years ago. There is plenty to see and do here
and we hope this site and the information
within makes your stay as enjoyable as
possible.

ComnTact Us

The Chairman,
The Chamber of Commerce,
Bourton-on-the-Water.

The Beautiful River Windrush
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Upper Slaughter and Lower Slaughter

Anne Hathaways Cottage
Bath (feature)

Bibury
Bourton-on-the-Water
Broadway

Burford Town

Charlecote Park
Cheltenham

Chipping Campden
Cotswolds Farm Park
Cotswold Wildlife Park
Coughton Court

Hidcote Manor Gardens
Jephson Gardens Leamington

Painswick Garden
Ragley Hall
Stow-on-the-Wold
Stratford Butterfly Farm
Stratford-upon-Avon
Sudeley Castle

The Slaughters

Upton House
Warwick

The Slaughters

The thumbnails below are linked to larger pictures
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Two of the prettiest villages in the Cotswolds are Upper Slaughter and Lower
Slaughter. Lower Slaughter especially is much sought out by tourists eager to
record the scenery with their camera’s.

The name of Slaughter has no connection with blood but is derived from the old
English word Slohtre meaning a muddy place, which it may once have been but
not anymore.

These villages are only just over a mile from Bourton-on-the-Water but are
completely different in character, they are very secluded and quiet, no shops
restaurants or attractions. Just Lower Slaughter Manor built in 1658 for the High
Sheriff of Gloucestershire and now a grand country house hotel and a Victorian
corn mill, with a working water wheel. The mill has been converted into a gift
shop and museum and is owned by one of the countries premier former jazz
singers. Also worth visiting is the pretty little church of St. Mary, which is usually
decorated with flowers.

As parking is very restricted it is recommended that a pleasant walk from Bourton
may be advisable

Most visitors spend longer parking than they do walking around the villages.
There are some nice photo opportunities especially in the spring, and the river
Eye draping itself through the centre of the village sets off the cottages and their
small colourful gardens to perfection. It is well worth the effort to walk the
footpath between the two villages to explore their different characters and absorb
the atmosphere and beauty of the surroundings.
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Upper Slaughter and Lower Slaughter

Upper Slaughter 2002

Upper slaughter is harder to find than lower slaughter and not so picturesque,
consequently it can be missed by passing tourists, which would be a mistake as
it is a charming village. It has an historic Norman Church, St. Peters with parts
dating back to the 12th century.

The village consists of typical Cotswold stone houses with dormers mullions
and dripstones, there have been few new buildings in the past century. The
cottages that comprise The Square were reconstructed by the well known
architect Sir Edward Lutyens in 1906, there is also The lords of the Manor Hotel
formerly The Manor House and a tiny Methodist chapel down by the brook
dating from 1865 and now in use as a pottery.

http://www.places-to-go.org.uk/The_Slaughters.htm (2 of 2)6/5/2006 2:39:52 AM


http://www.places-to-go.org.uk/Upper_slaughter_StPeters.htm
http://www.places-to-go.org.uk/Upper_slaughter_Village.htm

A Diary of Our 2005 UK Journey

A Diary of Our 2005 UK Journey (page 12)

GBCC Home

Trip Part 1
Pagel Page2 Page3 Paged4 Page5 Page6 Page7 Page8 Page9 PagelO

Trip Part 2
Page1l Pagel? Pagel3 Pagel4d Pagel5 Pagel6 Pagel/ Page 18

Trip Part 3
Page 19 Page?20 Page?2l Page?2?2 Page23 Page24 Page?25 Page26 Page?27 Page?28

Wednesday, 8 June 2005, Warwick-Tewkesbury

Y et another hot and nearly cloudless day. This was intended to be a short driving day with only two stops,
though we had considered wandering some more through the Cotswolds as we went. In the event, we did
not and just focused on Warwick Castle and the town of Tewkesbury and drove no more than 60 miles.

Warwick Castle is owned by Madame Tussaud's. | have to admit after seeing the show biz web site

(follow that link), I wondered how much of it was going to be show and how much of it authentic. | will
admit to being pleased at what we found. Y es, there are some wax figures in the castle rooms, but not to
the point of detracting from the verisimilitude they added to the scenes. It isintact and furnished which
always adds to the impression.
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It was clear it was another week from Leeds Castle and Bodiam Castle and not just the weather. UK
schools were back in session and the field trips were storming this castle and many other attractions. From
here on, gaggles of schoolchildren, each clutching his or her clipboard, were much in evidence. Here they
come!
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The banquet hall has got to be just about everyone's idea of what one should look like. We don't know
what event was being planned, but we doubt that they have al the place settings out all the time. Asthe

web site describes, they do hold various sorts of banquets and events there. This was shot with the existing
light, a mixture of natural and artificial sources, and is one of my favourite frames.
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The Mound dates from 1068, but today it is essentially agarden folly.

On to Tewkesbury (it'sreally hard to remember to put that second "€" in there!), a market town
downstream from Stratford where the Avon River meets the Severn River. We visited Tewkesbury mostly
for sentimental reasons as we live in Tewksbury, Massachusetts. The towns had linked in the past and
during a boat ride on the Avon (as we tried to cool down with some breezes on the river), conversations
with the ticket taker and a fellow passenger revealed that Tewkesbury is trying to rekindle the relationship.
According to the passenger, The English town was going to present atapestry to the Massachusetts town,
but they can't find it! Sounds like our home town. The mind boggles where we would put it in town if they
ever do find it and bring it across.
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Tewkesbury isamix of real and faux Tudor half-timbered buildings and later stone and brick edifices. The
water in the second pictureisthe River Avon. Stratford is upstream to the left and just to theright it falls
the remaining few feet to the level of the Severn. Thereis alock system just upstream for boat traffic. This
second photo is another of my favourites.

Dominating the town is Tewkesbury Abbey which the local population saved from the ravages of Henry
V111 by ransoming the cost of the lead roof. The main tower is of Norman vintage and of local Cotswold
stone.
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On the grounds of Tewkesbury Abbey, we noticed a statue of four ethnically diverse children forming a
cross by touching their shoes. The sculptureis called "Touching Souls' and is remarkable enough, BUT..
thereisan identical statue about a half amile from our home. The sculptor, Miko Kaufman, livesin
Tewksbury and we later learned that the canon of the abbey visited our town with a choir in the mid-
1900s, saw the statue and asked to have it cast a second time for the abbey. This pictureis from
Tewksbury. To see the one in Tewkesbury, go to thislink. While I'm prepared to believe that people of
European, African and Asian descent live in Tewkesbury, | suspect that the girl on the right is the only
Native American in the town. That's not true in Massachusetts.

http://home.comcast.net/~jal 2.06/photos2/trip-pagel2.htm (10 of 13)6/5/2006 2:40:18 AM



A Diary of Our 2005 UK Journey

WEe're fortunate to have Miko in our community. At least four of his sculptures are exhibited in Tewksbury
and more exist in the adjacent city of Lowell. Hereisawhimsical fountain of firemen struggling (and
losing the battle) with afire hose with amind of its own. It sits diagonally across the intersection from
"Touching Souls" and adjacent to our neighbourhood fire station.
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NET

This site is the
definitive Internet
resource for
anyone seeking
information on the
town of
Tewkesbury,
Gloucestershire,
U.K.

You can source
information on
many aspects of
Tewkesbury life,
its community
organisations, its
businesses and the
services &
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"Space is almost
infinite. As a matter of
fact, we think it is
infinite"

Dan Quayle
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LATEST NEWS

BATTLE BANNERS
DECORATE TOWN
Tewkesbury Battlefield
Society members are
busy erecting more
than 80 colourful
banners around the town centre.
This is 20 more than last year and
the most the town has ever seen.
Read More...

FUND RAISING SUCCESS FOR
TEWKESBURY GROUP

May 31, 2006

£11,000 in one year for Crohn's in
Childhood Research Association.
Read More...

HIDDEN ABBEY ON VIEW
DURING FETE

May 25, 2006

Fete Offers Rare Chance to Visit

Roof Space.
Read More...

Tomorrow's Health:

Let us know what

you think

feedback their views on the
consultation proposals through a
variety of means such as drop-in
picking up feedback forms from sites
around the area such as GP practices
and the community hospital.

FEATURES

Local people will have —-.‘A
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sessions, via the internet or by
reading information on displays and
Read More ...
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The website
accepts the
submission of

information for the

Tewkesbury

geographical areas

described by the

following UK post

codes:
GL20 5--
GL20 6--
GL20 7--
GL20 8--

GL19 4--

Masses of
information
about
Tewkesbury
Businesses,

Shops, Local
Organisations&
Tourism.

Tewkesbury
News from
2000, 2001,

2002, 2003,
2004, 2005.

FEATURED ENTRIES ON
TEWKESBURY.NET

CHARLTON NETWORKS

They provide a wide range of IT
Network Services throughout
Gloucestershire, the Midlands and
South West of England.

FLETCHERCONSULT

Your local website design service
company for Tewkesbury,
Gloucestershire and the UK.
(also, e-strategy, business
strategy, marketing strategy,
consulting, design, web design,
web site design, e-commerce,
content management systems,
management information systems,
intranets, extranets).

BARBARA FLETCHER, ARTIST
Barbara paints and draws
figurative and semi abstract
landscapes, seascapes, still lifes,
portraits and life studies.

RENDEZ VOUS RESTAURANT
Friendly relaxing atmosphere.
Variety of exciting menus, using
fresh local produce. View the shop
in 3D by clicking on the Ipix link
immediately below.

Don't forget that it costs
nothing to list your business,
community organisation or
society on Tewkesbury.net
Register now »
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TEWKESBURY /
MEDIEVAL FESTIVAL 3
JULY 8th & 9th 2006 x
History will come to life —2% A
before your very eyes

at this year's Tewkesbury Medieval
Festival. Around 2000 armed
warriors from all over Europe will
recreate the history changing Battle
of Tewkesbury, which took place on
May 4th 1471.

Read More ...
TEWKESBURY [ ]
GROTSPOTTERS “

‘Keep Tewkesbury Tidy*
Group has a new name
Read More ...

News from 5 years ago:

NEW GAS PIPES ENSURE
SUPPLY FOR TEWKESBURY.
(01/06/2001)

Work will take 23 weeks. Read

More....
Search From Over 450
Stories in the News Archive

Enter a keyword below and click
on search

Search

View The WebCam
Click here to see the

latest webcam picture
from Tewkesbury

The Town Map i
Click here to use x.f-..p
Tewkesbury
town's dynamic
map.
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About the Artist

MICO KAUFMAN was born in Romania. He endured three years
in a concentration camp during World War Il. After the war, he
studied in Florence and Rome before emigrating to the United
States in 1951. He is recipient of many artistic awards. Among
them is one from the American Numismatic Society which
includes these words: "For his great ability to humanize the official
and to universalize the personal.”

A resident of Tewksbury, Massachusetts, Mico's art is on display
throughout the United States and Europe. Some of his most
inspiring public works are in Tewksbury and Lowell.

Mico has said: "If you should notice one of my public sculptures, |
would like you to stop and ponder on its subject. The pause might
refresh, inform, and even inspire. My work reflects on the bonds
that substantiate our humanity."

Awards and Achievements

MICO KAUFMAN, Fellow of the National Sculpture Society of New
York.

Desinger and Sculptor of the Official 1985 Inaugural President
Reagan-Bush Medal.

1987 - The official Commemorative Medal of the Federation
International De La Medaille.

1987 - "ITALIA" 6ft. 4 in. Bronze Commemorative Sculpture
Kennedy Plaza, Lowell, Ma.

1987 - "DEBUSSY" 6 ft. Bronze Sculpture, Lowell University, So.
Campus, Lowell, Ma.

1988 - Centennial Commemorative Medal for the national
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A

Monumental Works

Mico Kaufman's art is on display throughout the United
States and Europe. Some of his most inspiring public
works are near his home in Tewksbury and Lowell, MA.
Mico has said: "If you should notice one of my public
sculptures, | would like you to stop and ponder on it's
subject. The pause might refresh, inform, and even
inspire. My work reflects on the bonds that substantiate
our humanity."

About the Artist | Monumental Works | Sculptures for Sale | Information | Home
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| Abbey Statue
The Statue outside
Tewkesbury Abbey

17/03/2000
| Credit: © FC

=l Gardens
1 The gardens by the
= Abbey Mill

17/03/2000
Credit: © FC

Medival Fair
{ Period Costume

1 09/03/2000

Prince Phillip Visits
% Prince Phillip and the
Mayor watch the
parade

16/02/2000
Credit: © FC

| Tewkesbury Abbey
Tewkesbury Abbey on
a sunny day.

A1 s 09/03/2000
bl il | credit: © Fc

Tewkesbury Abbey
in black and white
View of Tewkesbury

h;r_ﬂi Abbey
|

£104/04/2000
Credit: © -

" The Bell Hotel
| Local hotel opposite
I &l Tewkesbury Abbey
b

17/03/2000
Credit: © FC
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Bridge
A bridge over the
River Avon

17/03/2000
Credit: © FC

Healings Mill
Healings Mill is
situated by the River
Avon

17/03/2000
Credit: © FC

Prince Phillip Visits
Troops from the
Princes' visit

4 16/02/2000
¥l Credit: © FC

Tewkesbury Abbey
Tewkesbury Abbey on
a cold winters day

20/12/1999
Credit: © FC

Tewkesbury Abbey
Tewkesbury Abbey
taken from within it's
gardens

| 17/03/2000
Credit: © FC

Tewkesbury Golf
Course

A view from the top
of the golf course

17/03/2000
Credit: © FC

The Black Bear
The Black Bear is a
pub in Tewkesbury.

=M 17/03/2000
Credit: © FC
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' The Floods

| Tewkesbury Abbey
_| with the floods in the
background

03/04/2000
Credit: © Gerald

Tarling

The Severn Ham
A picture of the
Severn Ham with

. 8 Tewkesbury Abbey in
e =™ the background.

17/03/2000
Credit: © FC

More pictures to follow...

| The Mill
‘'w| | The watermill in
Tewkesbury

09/03/2000
Credit: © FC

If you would like to submit a picture to be included on Tewkesbury.net, please
email pictures@tewkesbury.net. Attatched pictures should be jpeg format

with a filesize no greater than 200Kb. Include any (brief) copyright

information you wish included.
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GBCC Home

Trip Part 1
Pagel Page2 Page3 Paged4 Page5 Page6 Page7 Page8 Page9 PagelO

Trip Part 2
Page1l Pagel? Pagel3 Pagel4d Pagel5 Pagel6 Pagel/ Page 18

Trip Part 3
Page 19 Page?20 Page?2l Page?2?2 Page23 Page24 Page?25 Page26 Page?27 Page?28

Thursday, 9 June 2005, Wales (Tintern Abbey, Caerphilly,
Laleston-Porthcawl)

The good but warm weather continued. Today, we drove from Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire to Laleston,
South Wales where Rhys Phillips lives. We had pencilled in three stops a Tintern Abbey, Caerleon and
Caerphilly, but when shortly before our departure, Roger Stevenson was unable to meet us in Caerleon, we
decided to ssimplify our trip and did not stop there.

Tintern Abbey liesin the Wye Valley, part of the traditional boundary between England and Wales. The
Offa's Dyke Path follows the edge of the escarpment on the English side. There is an outlook above and
across from the abbey called the Devil's Pulpit, but checking at the Abbey offices revealed it would be
something like a three-hour roundtrip by foot from the abbey grounds. We didn't have the time (or the
energy) for that.
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A Diary of Our 2005 UK Journey

From Tintern Abbey, we headed west, skirting the northern fringes of Cardiff to get to Caerphilly Castle.

Although we saw lots of castle ruins, Caerphilly seemed more actively engaged in falling down, with one
corner tower surrounded by bracing after beginning to fall into the moat. It was in its day a breakthrough

design in size, construction and the use of water for defense.
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In the second picture on the right hand side is the great hall which has been reconstructed (somewhat
controversially) for modern use. It does appear a bit incongruous amidst a general scene of decay. | saved
the following picture of one of the spiral staircases as a remembrance of so many we navigated. As here,
the trickiest bit is where floors and passages intersect with a staircase. This, like most, spirals clockwise as
you ascend. | can remember only two that spiraled the opposite way -- Bath Abbey and | think Edinburgh
Castle (though it might have been Stirling Castle). | wonder how many people they lost falling down these
things? It may have been easier being smaller and more agile than | am, but these are steep and narrow.
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After lunch, we headed for Laleston, South Wales, in the Bridgend area west of Cardiff. Here's the mile
marker to prove we were there. It's located across the road from The Great House in Laleston where we
stayed. We were there to visit Rhys Phillips, the currently the youngest member of the Global British
Comedy Collaborative. Rhys earns afew quid working the very nice restaurant in the Great House. We
invited him to dinner there, so he could sit for a change and be waited upon. Rhysis apparently the master
of the dessert trolley, and his standin was very nervous with Rhys looking on! It's was a very pleasant stay
at the Great House, though some of their "marketing” bordered in the too cute category. Our room was
called "Lleft" and its adjoining rooms were "Myddl€e" and "Wright". Argh.
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Rhys drove us around the Bridgend area and we drove Rhys to Porthcawl, a seaside resort town only afew
miles away. Here are Rhys and | in Porthcawl. Note Rhys has mastered the eyeglasses bit, but still needs
to work on the facial hair asa GBCC member! A year or two at university should take care of that.

Rhys said he'd never seen Porthcawl so sunny and calm. The Coast Guard station at the end of the
Porthcawl Promendade had nothing to do, at least this day. Y ou could have gone canoeing in the Severn
Estuary and there was barely enough wind for sailing. The Somerset hills were clearly visible across the
water.
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Noticeboard Village Life Facilities and Hospitality Activities Cymraeg

Tintern Abbey

The ruins of Tintern Abbey lie between the River Wye and the A466 road at the southern end
of Tintern village. The site is beautiful, with the tidal river frequently changing from a very low
flow during Summer low tides to a raging torrent when Winter floods add to the high tides
surging up the Bristol Channel.
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The hills around the Abbey are covered with woods, changing colour with the seasons. The
land upon which the Abbey is set makes the most of the sunlight, the Abbey receiving the
benefit of the last of the sun shining down the Angiddy valley.

The actual ruins are now looked after carefully and receive a good number of visitors.
Maintenance is often underway to prevent further deterioration of the fabric.

Tintern Abbey was originally founded by Cistercian monks in 1131 AD. in the reign of Henry
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|. Between 1270 and 1301 the Abbey was rebuilt and by the end of the rebuilding, around
four hundred monks lived in the complex. The Black Death arrived in 1349 and affected
Abbey life badly but it continued to operate until 1536. In that year the Abbey was part of the
dissolution of the monasteries under Henry VIII. Within a few years the lead was stripped
from the roof and the building began to decay. The Abbey then became a source of building
stone and only in the eighteenth century was any interest shown in the ruin. Around 1760 the
site was cleaned up and visitors to the Wye Valley began to be entranced with the beauty of
the site and surroundings. Turner was the best known artist to visit Tintern at the end of that
century along with the poet Wordsworth. His poem Lines composed a few miles above

Tintern Abbey became a standard text for English students throughout the English speaking
world.

Today the Abbey receives many visitors. At times the Abbey hosts special church services,
although in the roofless and windowless ruin, the clergy have to compete with the cawing of
the local rooks and the noise of road traffic climbing out of the valley to the south.
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The site was taken over by the Office of Works in 1914 and is now in the care of Cadw,
Welsh Historic Monuments. The Abbey is open most days. There is a gift shop attached to
the Abbey which sells very appropriate items of good quality.

A good link for further description and pictures of the Abbey is www.castlewales.com/tintern.
html
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This unusual picture of the Abbey was taken using digital infra-red by Ray Philson of
Llandogo.

2 Robarl Larardaissh

This picture was supplied by Robert Lawrence (photographer) of Abbey House Studios in
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Caerphilly Castle

Caerphilly Castle *****

In the town centre, Caerphilly, South Wales

ST 156 871
L ocation map link for Caerphilly Castle

All photographs Copyright © 2002 by Jeffrey L. Thomas.

Follow thislink for a ground plan of the castle (71k jpg)
e b G R T T S S L R e L TR AR T A L SRR LR S R R R ]
Rees 1971; Renn: Cadw Guide
Caerphilly Castleis one of the great medieval castles of western Europe. Several factors giveit this pre-eminence - itsimmense
size (1.2h), making it the largest in Britain after Windsor, itslarge-scale use of water for defence and the fact that it isthefirst
truly concentric castlein Britain. Of thetime of its building in the late 13th century, it was a revolutionary master piece of
military planning

Oneof Henry I11'smost powerful and ambitious barons, Gilbert de Clare, lord of Glamorgan, built this castle. His pur pose was
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Caerphilly Castle

to secure the area and prevent lowland south Wales from falling into the hands of the Welsh leader Llywelyn the Last, who
controlled most of mid and north Wales. De Clar e built other castles on the northern fringes of histerritory for the same
purpose, such as Castell Coch. He had seized the upland district of Senghenydd, in which Caer philly lies, from the Welsh in
1266 to act as a buffer against L lywelyn's southward ambitions. L lywelyn realised the threat and tried but failed to prevent the
castle from being built; it wasbegun on 11 April 1268, was attacked by L Iywelyn in 1270, and was begun again in 1271. This
timeit was completed without hindrance. Its message was not lost on LIywelyn, who retreated northwar ds. Apart from the
remodelling of the great hall and other domestic worksin 1322-6 for Hugh le Despenser, no mor e alterations wer e carried out,
making it a very pure example of late 13th-century military architecture.

Below: southern view of the castle showing Caer philly's postern gate (center) and the leaning south-east tower (right).

Caerphilly isunusual in being a late castle built on a virgin site. This allowed a unity of conception rare in medieval castles. It is
a double-skinned parallelogram surrounded by large-scale water defences. The concentric arrangement was mor e flexible than
earlier plans. It gave rapid accessto any part of the castle by mural passages and wall-walks, tower s and gatehouses could be
independently held, attackers could be well cover ed and ther e was no possibility of mounting siege engines against the inner
walls. The castle's cellular structure and strength isindicated by the presence of numerous portcullises.

Below: general view of Caerphilly'sinner ward showing the inner west gatehouse (left) and the north-west tower (right).
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Theouter skin or ward isformed by alow battlemented curtain wall with large semi-circular projectionsin the cornersand
gatehousesin the middle of the east and west sides. Only a narrow strip separates this from the much stronger inner ward which
has high curtain walls, circular corner towers and two lar ge strong gatehouses corresponding with the outer ones. The great east
gatehouseisthe highest part of the castle and was its nucleus. Aswill be seen, it could be separ ately defended if necessary.

The south and north lakes around the castle formed an almost insuperable barrier to attackers. The damsthemselvesare a
major achievement of medieval engineering. The southern, earliest oneisa massive earth platform revetted in stone and
strengthened on itslower side by eight great buttresses (below left). To the right of the entranceto the castle isthe northern
dam, a narrower platform with a high outer wall with three great tower s (below right) which are now unfortunately suffering
from subsidence on the marshy ground. At itsend is a strong poster n gate and drawbridge. Outside the dam isa moat fed by
sluicesin the southern dam.

View of the southern dam at Caerphilly.
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View of thethree great towers along the northern dam.

The outer defences were completed by making a 1.2h artificial island to the west of the castle, known asthe hornwork. A trench
had alr eady been dug in the early stages of construction outside the west side of the castle; now another was dug further west
and the area between was raised, levelled and revetted in stone to form the hornwork. The north-west side has two semi-circular
projections covering the drawbridge, the ruins of which can be seen between them.

Right: the outer east gatehouse at Caer philly, the main entranceto the castle.

Theouter gatehouse on the east side (right) is
both the present and the original entrance.
Herethe main characteristics of the castle as
deterrent become apparent - itsgreat strength,
its severity, itslack of windows and lack of
decoration. Inside the gatehouseis an
exhibition about the castle, and stairslead up to
roof level, from which isa panoramic view.
Crossed rather than plain arrowdlitsin this
gatehouse and in other buildings on the dams
show that they are dlightly later than the main
castle. To theleft isthe platform of the south
dam, thewider northern end of which may be

http://www.castlewal es.com/caerphil.html (4 of 10)6/5/2006 2:44:41 AM



Caerphilly Castle

partly natural, but the southern end of which is
entirely artificial. Half-way along ar e the ruins
of amill, and at the south end are two towers
and arectangular gatehouse which gave access
to the medieval borough (below).

L eft: the south gatehouse at Caer philly leading to the town.

Right: view of the outer west gatehouse from the hor nwork.

Next isthe outer ward entered via a bridge leading to its east gatehouse with twin D-shaped towers, only therestored outer walls
of which remain. Its opposite number on thewest (right) is slightly better preserved. There, the stone piers supporting the
drawbridge leading to the hornwork can be seen, as can chimneys and fireplaces on two floors, indicating comfortable living
guarters. The false machicolation, poorer masonry and chimneys may indicate that the gatehouse wasrebuilt at a later date. In
the south-east corner isthe base of alarge rectangular building, possibly a granary. The south sideis entirely blocked by a two-
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storey D-shaped kitchen tower, stores and
servants quarters. Below isa water-gate to the
lake.

Right: view of therestored north-west tower at
Caerphilly.

A

Theinner ward isthe most impressive part of the castle. The corner tower s demonstr ate varying degrees of preservation. The
north-west tower is complete, and an exhibition on Welsh castlesis housed there. Little remains of the north-east tower and the
south-east tower ispartly ruined. It stands 15m high and leans at an alarming angle, 10 degrees out of true. The cause, whether
subsidence or Civil War dlighting, isunknown.

Theimposing east gatehouse of the inner ward isthe climax of any visit to the castle. It consists of twin D-shaped towers, a
central passage with portcullisesat both ends, and circular stair turretson theinner corners. Like much of theinner ward it
wasruinous by the 19th century, but was meticulously restored by the 4th marquis of Bute. The handsome and comfortable
apartment on the second floor was probably that of the keeper, or constable of the castle. On the opposite side of the inner ward
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isasimilar but smaller gatehouse. Whoever occupied thefirst floor lived in less comfort than the constable asthe portcullis
came up through the floor in the middle of the room.

Below: theinner east gatehouse at Caer philly.
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On the south side of the inner ward are the great hall and state apartments. The large ground-floor hall, which was evidently a
sumptuous building, wasremodelled by Hugh le Despenser the Younger in 1322-6 and wasr estored by the 3rd mar quis of Bute
in the late 19th century. Originally the timber roof was lower, carried on the four carved corbels still in placein the south wall.
Hugh le Despenser brought in the best craftsmen, who raised the roof and gave the four windows a decor ated ogee shape, rich
mouldings, and glass. The door wastreated in the same way, and the whole building was faced with ashlar. The two doorsat the
east end led to a buttery and cellar, possibly with a small chapel over them. To the west wer e the state apartments, well-
appointed rooms with fireplaces and a largetraceried window on thefirst floor.

Exterior view of the great hall from theinner
ward.

Inside Caer philly's great hall.

The castle' s active history was an extremely short one. By 1283 Edward | had removed thethreat of Welsh independence and
the need for Caer philly had gone. Minor Welsh attacksin 1294-5 and 1316 failed to make any impact. Thelast action that
Caerphilly saw wasin the war between Edward |1 and his queen, I sabella. | ntent on destroying the power of her husband and
hisfavourite Hugh le Despenser, | sabella besieged the castle from December 1326 to March 1327. But by thistime Edward had
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fled and Hugh had been hanged. Thereafter the castle declined and fell into ruin. In thelate 16th century Thomas L ewis of The
Van, just outside Caer philly, was granted permission to useits stone to build his new house, thus acceler ating its dilapidation. In
the Civil War it was unusable and an earthwork redoubt was built instead to the north-west, the remains of which are still
visible in the trees beyond the north lake. By the 18th century the lakes were dry and houses had been built against the foot of
the south dam. That the castle rose again from its sorry state is dueto the visionary clearance and restoration wor k undertaken
by the Bute family and the imaginative reflooding of the lakes by the statein the 1950s.

Restored parapet on the north side of the inner
ward.

Below: working siege engines on display at Caer philly Castle.
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Additional photographs of Caerphilly Castle

L ocation map link for Caerphilly Castle

Follow thislink for a ground plan of the castle (71k jpg)

More about Gilbert de Clare and Caerphilly Castle

More information about the de Clare family

Follow thislink to view alayout of the castle (71k jpQg)

Return to Castle Index, Castle Database, or Castle L ocation M aps
Return to main castle page menu
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A Diary of Our 2005 UK Journey (page 14)

GBCC Home

Trip Part 1
Pagel Page?2 Page3 Paged4 Page5 Page6 Page7 Page8 Page9 PagelO

Trip Part 2
Page1l Pagel?2 Pagel3 Pageld4 Pagel5 Pagel6 Pagel7/ Page 18

Trip Part 3
Page19 Page?20 Page21l Page22 Page23 Page24 Page?25 Page26 Page?27/ Page28

Friday, 10 June 2005, Wales (Laleston, Carreg Cennen, Devil's Bridge)

We ate lunch with Rhys and set off through the hinterlands of South and Central Wales with Devil's Bridge, west of Aberystwyth, as our overnight goal. our
plan to was to stop at Carreg Cennen, assess the climb, and see it if weather and bodies cooperated. Carreg Cennan is a hilltop castle, more along the lines of
the German ones than the ones we had seen so far. Thereisalong history of occupation on that hill, but the castle was already in ruins by the time of Henry
VI or the Civil War.

Knowing what Carreg Cennen looked like, 1'd hoped for sun on the castle and a dark thunderstorm behind it. | almost managed it! | got clouds at least, but there
was no rain to be had anywhere in Wales thisday. Though itisaruin, it is splendidly situated. Y ou have to traverse unclassified rural roads to get to it, but
there WERE signs and by thistime in our trip we were holding wrong turns down to a couple per day. Thisfirst view isfrom the south at a distance of a couple
of miles.
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Entrance to Carreg Cennen is from afarmyard at the base. By along tale and a curious twist, the castle is owned by the family owning the farm but managed
by CADW, the Welsh antiquities agency. The path rises to the southeast, then north across the face of the hill then almost due east up the final slope.

http://home.comcast.net/~jal 2.06/photos2/trip-pagel4.htm (3 of 5)6/5/2006 2:46:24 AM



A Diary of Our 2005 UK Journey

When you get there, perhaps a bit out of breath, the view is spectacular. This panorama depicts perhaps 100 degrees from south to northwest. It was cooler and
breezy on top and VERY welcome.

After abit of arest and a cool drink (not cold enough by any means), it was back onto to the B-class roads of Central Wales to come into Devil's Bridge by the
back door. We were deliberately eschewing the major through roads to see something more of rural Wales. We ambled our way through the narrow roads,
sometimes only alane and a half wide. We followed a bus (or perhaps | should write bws as we are talking about Wales) for awhile through an area with no
significant clusters of habitation. But passengers did occasionally get on and off at lanes and driveways to farms. We figured if it was big enough for the bws it
had to big enough for us!
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Aswe got closer to Devil's Bridge, we entered atown |'d been hoping to encounter. Beth took this picture that | can only title, "Thisisn't Kansas, Toto!" Note
that despite the sign, there ARE road markings, if not as many as usual. The UK redlly likesto paint their roads -- far more kinds and colours of lines and signs
and such then are the North American norm. 1'd heard this before leaving and it is certainly true. So how does one pronounce this?

| 'M MARCIAU
FFORDD
| 'NO ROAD
| MARKINGS
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Carreg Cennen Castle

Carreg Cennen Castle x***

4 1/2 m SE of Lland€lio, Carmarthenshire, South Wales
SN 668 191

L ocation map link for Carreg Cennen Castle

All photographs Copyright © 2002 by Jeffrey L. Thomas.

Above: general view of the castle from the north-west. The great gatehouse of theinner ward (center) isthetallest part of the
castle. To theright isthe northwest tower, the only round tower at Carreg Cennen.

Below: view of the south curtain wall from the west.

by Lise Hull, copyright 1995
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One of the most spectacularly sited Welsh castlesis Carreg
Cennen, located north of Swansea, a few miles south-east of

L landeilo on a minor road off the A483. Spell-binding views are
waiting to be experienced from the sharp hilltop upon which the
castle sits. Indeed, Carreg Cennen dominates its surroundings,
and seems out of placein the mountainous farming terrain
which it commands. The hedger ows along the minor approach
road initially obscure views of the site, but suddenly the grey
stonefortress springsinto your line of sight, enticing you to
hurry onwards.

The story of Carreg Cennen Castleisalong one, going back at
least to the 13th century. Thereis ar chaeological evidence,
however, that the Romans and prehistoric peoples occupied the
craggy hilltop centuriesearlier (a cache of Roman coins and
four prehistoric skeletons have been unearthed at the site).
Although the Welsh Princes of Deheubarth built thefirst castle
at Carreg Cennen, what remainstoday datesto King Edward

I's momentous period of castle-building in Wales.
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Toreach the hilltop, be prepared for an
invigorating climb - and just imagine yourself asan S
invader intent on theruin of the castle... The hike
will undoubtedly increase your heart beat, at the
very least, and make you well aware of your
physical conditioning. However, do not be daunted!
Little comparesto the sense of accomplishment
when reaching the top, and you are mor e than
amply rewarded with simply fabulous views of
Black Mountain and the colorful, distinctively
Welsh countryside.

Below: Carreg Cennen farm viewed from the summit of the castle.

Carreg Cennen sitson private farm property
through which you must passto gain accessto the
fortress, which looms well above your head. At first
glance this may seem a confusing, unexpectedly
contrasting welcome to a castle, with farm animals
of many variationsroaming all around, but Castell
Farm isinteresting and adds charm to the day's
events. L ooking beyond to the foreboding hillock,
you may choose to pause for some refreshment and
alook around the farm grounds befor e venturing
forth! Consider avisit to Carreg Cennen asan
experience for all your senses- you will not be
disappointed!

Theexcursion upwardsfinally bringsyou to the
outer ward of the castle, wheretheview is
incredible. Strewn about the ward arerocks and
remnants of the outer fortifications. The outer
war d enclosed the stables, workshops and lime
kilns, and was protected by a small gateway and a 5 i Y

stone wall, which continuesto your right, around the more vulnerable side of the castle Theenclosurewasdesgned totrap
intruder s and prevent accessto the castle'sinterior. The huge North East Tower projected into the ward and was positioned
perfectly for an assault on the confined invaders.

Below right: the gatehouse tower at Carreg Cennen
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The castle's gatehouse was enter able only after successfully
traversing the unusual barbican. Here at Carreg Cennen this
defensive outwork consisted of a series of bridges acr oss deep
pits, built so that anyone seeking entry was ushered along a
narrow walkway complete with sharp, disconcerting turnsto
both right and left. At any time the bridges overlying the pits
could be drawn away from their supports, creating an
insurmountable chasm-like barrier. Today the bridges have
been replaced by immovable wooden ramps, but the pitsremain
treacherous and the barbican still intimidates.

Whilethe exterior face of the castle presents an impression of
strength and defiance, much of theinterior of Carreg Cennen is
consider ably ruined, the result of demolition in 1462 after the
Wars of the Roses. Nevertheless, we can still gain an accurate
image of how the medieval fortress would have appeared. What
we can see aretheremains of several buildings, spaced along the
walls of theinner ward. The formidable twin-tower ed gatehouse
on the north wall wasthe main entry point into the inner
courtyard. Immediately before the gatehouse ar e the remains of
the Middle Gate Tower, the last line of defense before the
gatehouse was breached. If attacker s advanced to this point,
they would have been met by arain of arrowsfrom thistower.
(The basement level of the Middle Gate Tower was praobably
used asa prison.) The gatehouse was also defended with a
drawbridge, and contained arrowslits, two portcullises, heavy
wooden door s, battlements and machicolations (openings
through which water or missiles could be dropped down on fires | '*«- \
or unsuspecting attackers). Each octagonal tower also had a L_L" "';:i’ [k

ground floor guardroom. Accessto the upper floorsand the i ;

wall- walk was via a spiral staircase, easing movement between the gatehouse and the two northern corner towers. In addition,
the gatehouse acted asthe castle' s keep, the last refuge during an onslaught.

Below: theinner ward at Carreg Cennen showing portions of the gatehouse, hall and domestic buildings.
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Just beyond the gatetowersin theinner ward are the remains of baking ovens and two cisterns, which would have caught rain
water and augmented the castle' sdrinking supply. Curious structures, the cisterns consist of stone-lined pits with low
containing walls. The castle's primary water container was the clay-lined ditch just outside the gatehouse. The wisdom of
locating the water supply outside the main castle is questionable, since the water source would have been effectively cutoff in an

attack. While the cisterns probably provided adequate short term drinking water, the shallow holding tanks would have been of
little use during a protracted siege.

Below right: an ornate window from the King's Chamber .
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Carreg Cennen's simple layout provided all the amenities any
castle dweller needed. The most built-up side of thefortressis
the eastern wing, to theleft upon entry, which contained the
main domestic chambers. They form arather compact yet
logically laid- out complex of buildings, and would have been
the site of most of the castle's activity. The wing beginswith the
North East Tower, immediately east of the gatehouse. Possibly
used asliving quartersfor the garrison, the tower contained
some basic luxuries of life - afireplace and latrines - and was
located in an excellent strategic position to guard the outer
ward, the barbican and theinner ward. Next to the tower was
the castle'skitchen, with its huge fireplace, buttery and pantry.
Alongside this structure was the hall, where meals wer e served
and guests entertained. Notably, thisroom was heated with a
central hearth (its base still remains). Beyond the hall isa small
tower which projectsinto the outer ward and held the chapel, a
key component of most medieval castles. Lastly, the two rooms
of thelord's private apartments are at the farthest end of the
eastern wing. Here a fireplace and decor ative windows hint at
the status of the occupant.

Below right: exterior view of the north west tower and western curtain wall.
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Little remains along the south and west walls of the
inner ward. The plain south curtain, with portions
of the wall-walk still intact, risesto itsoriginal
height. The precipitous drop outside made more
elabor ate defenses unnecessary. The wall held
latrines and two windows with stunning views.
Foundations of a rectangular structurearevisible
along the south wall, but the building's purposeis
unclear. Theintersecting arrowslitted west wall
was built directly on the limestone bedrock and is
poorly preserved. It isbounded by the smply-
constructed South West Tower and the interesting
North West Tower.

The North West Tower guarded the most
vulnerable side of thefortress, and itsround design
would have afforded an all- encompassing view of
approaching visitors. The basement had three
arrowslits, one of which was altered in the 15th
century to accommodate a new advancein : ; : :
weaponry: the musket. Why thistower wasthe only one with agunport is uncertaln but the gun slonger rangewould have
greatly enhanced its defensive impact.

The most exciting feature at Carreg Cennen Castle awaits exploration at the south east corner of theinner ward. Here a steep
set of stepsleads down past a postern gate into the bowels of the castle, and beyond into a damp limestone cave. Your footing

may become unsure asyou travel deeper inside, and torches are a necessary aid, for the exterior world rapidly falls away into
complete darkness. The bedrock is cut by several of these natural fissures, but only one was modified for useinside the castle.
Much of the passageway was car efully lined with stone and the ceiling vaulted. A series of pigeon holeswas built into the wall,
forming a dovecote (to breed a winter food supply, or possibly to house homing pigeons).

Below: the entranceto the cave from near the King's Chamber (top left), the vaulted passage leading to the cave (top right), and
the actual cave (bottom left & right).
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Several theories have been offered to explain the revetting of the fissure. One explanation for altering the passage relatesto the
water collected in the cave. It has been speculated that this supply would have provided ample drinking water for the castle,
especially in times of siege, and that reinforcing the passage would have allowed safe access to the water source. However, since
the spot retains only a small amount of moisture, the supply would have been undependable. Originally, the mouth of the cave
was open to the outside, making the castle vulnerable to infiltration by the enemy. However, the exterior end of the fissure was
intentionally blocked from the inside and effectively impeded outside access. Nevertheless, thisflaw in the bedrock would have
provided opportunity for under mining by the enemy, who could have gained accessto the inner ward or bring down the outer
wall of the castle with relative ease. Lining the passage with stone would have buttressed the breach in the bedrock and made
the area less susceptible to collapse. Consequently, enemy mining would have been less successful and heavy structures could be
built over the reinforced passageway without fear of failure. Carreg Cennen is one of the few castlesin Britain to possess such
an intriguing natural phenomenon.

Below: general view of the castle from the west.

Carreg Cennen Castle had along and eventful history, having changed owner ship numeroustimes. L egendary refer ences place
the original fortressin the Dark Ages, held by Urien Rheged, L ord of I skennen, and his son Owain, knights during thereign of
King Arthur. Storiesclaim that thereisawarrior (perhaps one of the knights, or Arthur himself?) asleep beneath the castle,
awaiting a call from the Welsh. Thefirst castle on the site was probably built by the Welsh Lord Rhys, Prince of Deheubarth, in
the late 12th century. His descendant, Rhys Fychan, eventually inherited the castle, but was betrayed by hismother (the
Norman Matilda de Braeos) who turned over the stronghold to the English. Rhys Fychan regained control of the castle in 1248,
but had it taken away by hisuncle, Maredudd ap Rhys Gryg, and then seized in 1277 by King Edward |. From that time
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onwards, the fortressremained in the hands of the English.

Below: view of the south curtain wall from the east perched over itsimposing cliff.

Theoriginal Welsh stronghold was demolished in the late 13th century and replaced with the imposing structur es we see today,
by John Giffard and his son. Other ownersincluded Hugh le Despenser, John of Gaunt and Henry of Bolingbroke (the future
King Henry I V). Upon Henry's accession, the castle became Crown property. It was besieged during the rebellion of Owain
Glyndwr in about 1403 and was consider ably damaged. During the War s of the Roses, Carreg Cennen's owner s unfortunately
sided with the Lancastrians. After the Yorkist victory in 1461, the castle was deemed too much of athreat to the monarchy and
was destr oyed the following spring.

Despiteitsruinous state, the castle was considered a prize. Later ownersincluded Sir Rhys ap Thomas and the Vaughans from
Golden Grove, who I€eft the castle to the Earls of Cawdor in the early 19th century. Although Carreg Cennen was placed under
the guar dianship of the Office of Worksin 1932, the Cawdor s continued to hold the castle well into the 20th century.
Apparently, in the 1960's Carreg Cennen Castle was acquired by the Morrisfamily of Castell Farm, when L ord Cawdor
inadvertently made a mistake in the wording of the deeds and included the castle as part of the farm. Today, the castleis
maintained by CADW: Welsh Historic M onuments, the agency which does an outstanding job preserving the ar chitectural
heritage of Wales.
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Lise Hull owns and oper ates Castles of Britain, an information and resear ch web site providing a wide range of information on

the castles of Britain. Mrs. Hull hasa Masters Degree in Historic Preservation, and has visited well over 160 castlesin Wales,
England, Scotland and Ireland. She welcomes any and all questions concerning the castles of Britain, and invites peopleto visit

her web site or contact her directly via e-mail at: castlesu@aol.com.

. Additional photographs of Carreg Cennen Castle

. Location map link for Carreg Cennen Castle

. Learn moreabout native Welsh castles

. Returnto Castle Index, Castle Database, or Castle L ocation M aps
. Return to main castle page menu
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Saturday, 11 June 2005, Wales (Devil's Bridge and Aberystwyth)

The plan was to drive from Devil's Bridge to Aberystwyth (perhaps 15 miles or so), take the Vale of
Rheidol Railway back to Devil's Bridge and return to Aberystwyth, then find alaundry and when done
drive back to Devil's Bridge. It sounds crazy, but the timing of the Vale of Rheidol trainsrealy didn't
allow usto board in Devil's Bridge and return.

In the event, everything worked except doing the laundry. We found the Laundromat we were looking for,
but there wasn't a parking spot for miles. It was a sunny June Saturday in a seaside town and everybody
was in Aberystwyth! No one was paying any attention to where they were walking and driving was a
nightmare. We gave up as the idea of lugging our laundry across town through those crowds just didn't
make sense.
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The Vale of Rheidol Railway runs from Aberystwyth on the west coast of Walesinland (and uphill)
nearly twelve milesto Devil's Bridge. It is an oil-fired, two foot gauge, steam railway. Just barely visible
on the left side is the mainline service entering Aberystwyth. And turning around...
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Hereistherolling stock of our train waiting for the locomotive and the "real" Aberystwyth train station is
visible in the right corner.
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It's a steady climb up the valley with a stop for water about halfway up. | was amazed at the amount of
rhododendrons in bloom and naturalized through the forests and cuts.
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I

The railway approaches Devil's Bridge through arock cut and into asimple terminal yard. Here | am
standing by the locomotive as it rests after chugging up the valley. The staff were in the snack shop filling
up their boilers with the obligatory tea break.
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Down the valley we went, tried to do the laundry and fled back up the valley in our car.
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Saturday, 11 June 2005, Wales (Devil's Bridge and
Aberystwyth), continued

The afternoon was still young, so we decided to hike from the bridge down to the bottom of the gorge
(and of course back up again). Devil's Bridge is really three bridges stacked on top of each other -- a
medieval stone one, an eighteenth century stone one, and an early twentieth century iron and concrete
one. Aswe'll see, there are other Devil's Bridges -- the legend was a common one.

The second photo below shows us about halfway down to the river. Dimly visible in the upper right is
our hotel, the Hafod Arms. The exit from this path is directly across the road from the hotel. We could
hear the Mynach waterfalls each time we went in and out of the hotel.
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The next two pictures are near and at the bottom of the gorge. The first picture looks back up "Jacob's
Ladder" which isredly steep. (Note the periodic handrails projecting into the path to stop people
pitching headlong down this slope.) Crossing the little bridge was a good time to take a deep breath -- it
was 304 stone steps plus slopes to get back out the other side.
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Thisis amost back to the top. We headed across the street and into the shower! It was great aerobic
exercise aswell as being pretty, but we were glad we were so close to the hotel. Like Carreg Cennen,
thisis was an exercise we might not be able to do five years from now.
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Our travels up and down the road between Devil's Bridge and Aberystwyth weren't finished. After
dinner by prearrangement, we tried to call Tony and Annita Mitchell to confirm our plans to meet them
on Sunday. But no signal strength in Devil's Bridge! Apparently all the flocks of sheep don't constitute
enough user density to merit extending cell coverage away from the coast. So back down the by now
well-traveled road about halfway to Aberystwyth before we found a signal. On the way back to the
hotel, we spotted what we tentatively identified as a goshawk perched on afence post by the side of the
road.
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Pontarfynach - Devil's Bridge

PONTARFYNACH

Devil's Bridge yw'r enw Saesneg am
Bontarfynach. Mae pentref
Pontarfynach yn sefyll ar yr Afon
Mynach [le mae'r afon wedi crafu
hafn ddofn yny graig. Roedd
mynachod yn byw yn Abaty Y strad
Fflur ym 1075. Yn 6l y chwedl,
cafodd un o'r mynaich e ladd wrth
groesi'r hafn. Penderfynodd adeilad
pont i osgoi damweiniau yny
dyfodol, ond roedd problem fawr
gydar hafn - gan el bod hi'n anodd
lawn i adeiladu pont.

Yn dl y chwedl, cynigodd y diawl
adeiladu'r bont, ond y prisam ei waith oedd enaid y creadur cyntaf i groesi'r bont. Ar &l i'r diawl wedi
gorffen y gwaith arhosodd am el wobr. Yn anffodusi'r diawl, roedd y bobl yny pentref wedi gwneud
cynllun. Ro'n nhw wedi osgoi rhoi enaid i'r diawl drwy daflu baratorth gron 'y bont. Aeth ci ar 6l y bara,
achafodd y diawl ddim o'i waobr.

Y ny ddeunawfed ganrif roedd yr hen bont yn beryglus, ond i osgoi'r broblem o adeiladu pont newydd
dros yr hafn, adeiladon nhw y bont newydd dros yr hen bont. Defnyddion nhw yr hen bont i gynnal yr
ysgaffaldau. Cafodd y drydedd bont ei hadeiladau ym 1901 dros yr ail bont. Mag'r drydedd bont yn cael
el defnyddio hyd heddiw.

PONTARFYNACH
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Pontarfynach - Devil's Bridge

The English name for Pontarfynach is SSSSEse.
Devil's Bridge. The village of T
Pontarfynach is situated on the
Mynach River at a place where the
river has carved a deep, rocky chasm. ‘=
Around the year 1075 there were
monks living nearby at Strata Florida. |
According to legend, one of the
monks was killed as he tried to cross
the chasm. It was decided that a
bridge was needed to avoid future
accidents but the terrain made it very
difficult to construct a bridge.

It issaid that the Devil offered to
build a bridge across the chasm in return for the soul of the first living creature to cross the finished
bridge. The Devil finished constructing the bridge and was waiting for his prize but the people came up
with a plan to outwit him. Instead of sacrificing one of the people of the village to the devil they threw a
round loaf of bread across the bridge for a dog to chase and so the Devil did not get his prize.

In the eighteenth century the original bridge was thought to be insecure but instead of replacing it
another bridge was built over the top. The first bridge was used to support the scaffolding during the
construction of the second bridge. A third bridge was added over the top of the second in 1901 that
carries traffic over the Mynach to this day.

m

Welsh links
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Sunday, 12 June 2005, through Tuesday, 14 June 2005 England
(Telford, Ironbridge Gorge and the Severn Valley Railway)

We drove from Devil's Bridge to Telford, Shropshire to visit Tony and Annita Mitchell. We had our usual
assortment of random wrong terms but did make it there in the end. We spent parts of three days with the
Mitchells and visited different parts of the Ironbridge Gorge on each day. This part of the Severn Valley is

the birthplace of the Industrial Revolution, and it is now both a World Heritage Site and ten different
museums documenting the history of the areafrom the dawn of the Eighteenth Century to the beginning
of the Twentieth Century. The availability of wood, iron ore, coal and a navigable waterway to the sea all
contributed to the flourishing of industry at this particular place and time.

Hereisthe Iron Bridge itself, spanning the Severn River and a view upstream from the bridge. The toll
house is the red brick building at the far end of the bridge.
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Thisisthe Severn River, looking upstream. Tony pointed out that the Severn floods frequently, soaking
many of the buildings on this riverfront street (and the Museum of the Gorge where they inscribe the
various high water marks on one of their windows). From Tony's description, this part of the Severn lies
along afault line and the earth is trying to close the gap by the land of the left slipping toward the right.
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Blists Hill Victorian Town is a museum of transplanted, reconstructed or replicated buildingsto give a
semblance of a Victorian town. In thisregard it isa similar concept to Sturbridge Village (Massachusetts)
and the Henry Ford/Greenfield Village Museums (Michigan) in the US. Blists Hill includes mostly
merchant and industrial exhibits rather than residential ones. The vintage signs caught my eye.

(1]

http://home.comcast.net/~jal 2.06/photos2/trip-pagel7.htm (3 of 9)6/5/2006 2:49:24 AM



A Diary of Our 2005 UK Journey

— l COMMISSICINS
| TﬂKEN FOR
FURNITUIRE

WHEELBHRNDWS

AANDGARTS

GARDEM
ARTIGLES

ENQUIRE
WITHIN

AT R Ut i I GO b e 6 il o S GR e T L e TGN

http://home.comcast.net/~jal 2.06/photos2/trip-pagel?.htm (4 of 9)6/5/2006 2:49:24 AM



A Diary of Our 2005 UK Journey

BLOSSOM Ju,m ! j .X =
BooT . POLISH ‘ _llj r -I-.:
SR | S

Tym e

PURENST ANDIE

R : | 00..':5:‘:&2:51900 . : RU&
Stal'Cb A: \_ vy ';‘_‘, .o Mans Tobagco |

i F‘ule"r‘l-\ :E.

While visiting Tony and Annita, we stayed in Bridgnorth afew miles south and downstream from
Telford. We went around and around, even calling the hotel on the cell phone and could not find them.
The key concept was to make an immediate right turn after passing this building in the town centre. We
never did see that narrow street until we had parked in anearby car park, the sensible thing to do anyway
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Bridgnorth is both along the river and on the bluff above it. So there is an upper town and alower town.
There are streets connecting them, but there is also an inclined railway that takes walkers up and down.
Ironbridge Gorge has the remnants of an inclined railway too. It of course was built for industrial uses --
getting materials down to the water level for shipment.
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The IRONBRIDGE GORGE MUSEUM TRUST isalimited company registered in England under the Companies Act
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http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/ (2 of 2)6/5/2006 2:49:32 AM


http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/shop/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/about_us/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/supporting_us/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/plan_your_visit/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/fun_stuff/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/learning/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/collections/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/shop/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/sitemap/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/contact_us/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/privacy/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/about_us/world_heritage_site

Ironbridge Gorge Museum - Our Attractions

[ronbrid

BIRTHPLACE OF INDUSTRY

oc

[ronbridge

BIRTHPLACE OF INDUSTRY

The IRONERIDGE GORGE MUSEUMS

ABOUT SUPPORTING

US us

Our Attractions
A Quick Taster of

Ironbridge

Blists Hill Victorian
Town

Enginuity
Coalbrookdale Museum
of lron

Darby Houses
Jackfield Tile Museum
Coalport China Museum
Museum of The Gorge
The Iron Bridge &
Tollhouse

Broseley Pipeworks
Tar Tunnel

Contact Us

Search:

]

— —_ LEARNINGCOLLECTIONSSHOP

\% OUR FUN
TSIT ATTRACTIONS STUFF

Home : Our Attractions

Our Attractions

Email to afriend

Print page

Hear it, fedl it, seeit, do it. Be at the heart of the action and explore your
industrial past at the ten Ironbridge Gorge Museums.

See something old, learn something new. Join in special events or have a

go at regularly held creative workshops.

http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/our_attractions/ (1 of 2)6/5/2006 2:49:41 AM


http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/about_us/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/about_us/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/supporting_us/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/supporting_us/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/plan_your_visit/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/plan_your_visit/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/plan_your_visit/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/fun_stuff/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/fun_stuff/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/learning/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/collections/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/shop/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/our_attractions/blists_hill_victorian_town/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/our_attractions/blists_hill_victorian_town/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/our_attractions/enginuity/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/our_attractions/coalbrookdale_museum_of_iron/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/our_attractions/coalbrookdale_museum_of_iron/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/our_attractions/darby_houses/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/our_attractions/jackfield_tile_museum/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/our_attractions/coalport_china_museum/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/our_attractions/museum_of_the_gorge/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/our_attractions/the_iron_bridge_and_tollhouse/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/our_attractions/the_iron_bridge_and_tollhouse/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/our_attractions/broseley_pipeworks/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/our_attractions/tar_tunnel/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/contact_us/
http://www.ironbridge.org.uk/email_a_friend/
javascript:window.print();

Ironbridge Gorge Museum - Our Attractions

BlistsHill Victorian Town

Meet the Victorians, find out about
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Jackfield Tile Museum Exercise your imagination, play
Wander through gas-lit galleries and games, build bridges, generate
period room settings. electricity and discover how every
day objects are designed.

We have many drop in activities from decorating your own ceramic tile,
to completing intriguing design challenges, trying Victorian Trades or
joining in ceramic activities, there are always many opportunities to get
hands-on at the Ironbridge Gorge Museums. Fun drop in workshops are
held at Blists Hill Victorian Town, Jackfield Tile Museum, Coal port
China Museum and Enginuity on various days during school holidays.
See our Events Calendar for further information.
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Sunday, 12 June 2005, through Tuesday, 14 June 2005 England
(Telford, Ironbridge Gorge and the Severn Valley Railway),
continued

On Monday the 12th, the Mitchells and the Lucases met at the Bridgnorth station of the Severn Valley
Railway. In the early discussions about our trip, Tony revealed that he'd always wanted to see the SVR,
but somehow never had gotten around to doing it. We were happy to provide the excuse.

The Severn Valley Railway isa 16 mile, coal-fired, standard gauge railway featuring mainline equipment
running from Bridgnorth to Kidderminster.

http://home.comcast.net/~jal 2.06/photos2/trip-pagel8.htm (1 of 9)6/5/2006 2:51:51 AM


http://home.comcast.net/~john.lucas/misc/
http://home.comcast.net/~e.b.lucas/photos/trip-report.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~e.b.lucas/photos/trip-page2.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~e.b.lucas/photos/trip-page3.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~e.b.lucas/photos/trip-page4.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~e.b.lucas/photos/trip-page5.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~e.b.lucas/photos/trip-page6.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~e.b.lucas/photos/trip-page7.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~e.b.lucas/photos/trip-page8.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~e.b.lucas/photos/trip-page9.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~e.b.lucas/photos/trip-page10.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~John.Lucas/Photos4/trip-page19.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~John.Lucas/Photos4/trip-page20.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~John.Lucas/Photos4/trip-page21.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~John.Lucas/Photos4/trip-page22.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~jal2.02/Photos3/trip-page23.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~jal2.02/Photos3/trip-page24.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~jal2.02/Photos3/trip-page25.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~jal2.02/Photos3/trip-page26.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~jal2.02/Photos3/trip-page27.htm
http://home.comcast.net/~jal2.02/Photos3/trip-page28.htm

A Diary of Our 2005 UK Journey

Thisisthe Bridgnorth engine shed and shops. We couldn't wander around as we could on the Bluebell
Railway, but there was still plenty to see.
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Here are Tony and | in the obligatory pose at the Kidderminster end. Tony has the full GBCC regalia as
you can see! Thereisasmall museum of railway equipment in Kidderminster.
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Thisisn't even amediocre picture but | include it as an example of a"might have been”. At the other
"end" of this pictureisaclassic photo. If you look very carefully, there is aman standing next to the
Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal. He's looking back at our SV R steam train crossing the viaduct
with a canal boat in the foreground. That is the picture to take! For the record, thisislocated only amile
or two north of Kidderminster near the Worcester Road.
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We aso briefly viewed the site of Wroxeter. Thisisthe location of a Roman camp and the fourth largest

city in Roman Britain. It was occupied from the first century to the sixth century and was located near the
Intersection of Watling Street and the Severn River. The fragmentary wall of the basilicais the only

remaining standing structure though extensive foundations remain. We finally saw an ancient site without
rain and mist!
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At Ironbridge Gorge, we aso saw the Coalport China and Jackfield Tile Museums. We couldn't take
pictures in the China Museum but we did see beautiful examples and a fascinating demonstration of
making chinaflowers. | did take alot of photosin the Tile Museum because of the diversity of colour and
design. Here are but two examples.
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16 miles of glorious countryside,
More than just a train ride,
A great day out for all the family.
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Scroll the page and click on each of the stations for information about your journey through the Severn Valley.

From the Window...

Make the most of your day on the Severn Valley Railway by picking up your free copy of our informative booklet
'From the Window' when you buy your tickets at one of our stations. This booklet, as its name suggests, tells you
what to look out for as you enjoy your journey between Kidderminster and Bridgnorth or reverse. Complete with
accompanying maps.

'From the Window' is an ideal companion to your journey and is now available here for you to download
in Adobe Acrobat PDF format (please note that this file extends to fourteen pages).

BRIDGNORTH

HAMPTON LOADE

COUNTRY PARK HALT
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Wroxeter Roman City

Go Where to next?... Go

n Wroxeter Roman City

The site at Wroxeter has always been a wholly Roman
foundation and was first settled by the Roman army in
cADA48, the site being on the line of the great Roman
road known as Watling Street. In the early years, the site
would probably have been a ‘temporary marching camp’
but, in AD58 when Emperor Nero decided to invade
Wales rather than defend a border with England, the
fortress would have become permanent.
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The fort was first discovered in 1975, and is believed to
have been occupied by the 14th Legion from AD58-AD69
and then by the 20th Legion from AD69-AD80. Once the
military establishment was no longer required, the site as E—=
with many other sites like Colchester and Gloucester, would have been handed over to the civil authorities
to become what was known as a Coloniae. This was a settlement for retired veterans.

Wroxeter, along with Exeter, was then made a tribal centre being given its own administration and a
degree of local autonomy. These tribal centres could be distinguished from lesser towns by the grid layout
of their streets. They also had a law court, a market and a large public baths. The long period of
permanent military occupation had already established a considerable civilian settlement outside of the
fort: providing for the needs of well paid troops would have been quite a lucrative business. However,
under the rule of Emperor Hadrian in the early 2nd century, Wroxeter was to become an even more
substantial city. A new civic centre was built with a bath house, Basilica and other fine buildings and
colonnades, providing one of the best examples of civic planning in Roman Britain.

During the 2nd century Wroxeter continued to grow and by the end of the 2nd century a new defensive
ditch and bank were dug around the entire perimeter of what had now become the fourth largest city in
Roman Britain. These earthworks covered a distance of some 2 miles (3.7km). As with most settlements
that prospered in the first 150 years of Roman occupation, things were destined to change. Greater
political unrest in the 3rd and 4th centuries, and increased maintenance costs, caused many buildings to
become derelict. During the 4th century buildings were becoming unsafe and, over a period of time, were
systematically dismantled. The bath house was used for grain storage for some time, and when the
original floor was lifted and re-used elsewhere, three bodies were buried in the derelict ground. The
reason for the burial here is unknown, but the skeletons were discovered at a later date. The Basilica also
suffered the same fate as it too fell into various stages of disrepair.

Suprisingly, after the Roman withdrawal the city received a reversal in fortunes. After the old Basilica was
cleared of all the small buildings that had been erected a substantial new building with two wings and a
long western annexe was constructed. Numerous other buildings were also constructed along the adjacent
streets, along with several barns. It is not known who carried out this phase of rebuilding, but it was
probably a regional king who had reclaimed a realm out of the chaos of the early 5th century.

Opinion is divided as to when the city was finally abandoned, but it is believed to be between AD500 -
AD650. Some Arthurian researchers have put forward quite compelling evidence to suggest that the site
could have been the main base from which King Arthur defended the remainder of the Britons territory
(now Wales) from the invading Saxons. Could this really have been the legendary '‘Camelot'?
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